ANTHONY   EDEN

* Safety First' seemed uninspiring to large numbers who
looked for a bold lead in difficult times/ For a while it
appeared uncertain on what grounds the election would be
fought.

There was a respite from the usual alarums and excursions
of foreign affairs during the first half of 1929, and while
members and candidates used the Easter vacation to open
the flood-gates of Party oratory, Sir Austen Chamberlain
was taking a holiday in Italy and availing himself of the
chance to renew his friendship with Signor Mussolini by
personal contact. Their conversations were private, although
they were believed to have centred round the possible im-
provement of Franco-Italian relations. But in 1929 the
Opposition parties could not work up a case against the
Government because of a Chamberlain's predilection for the
Duce. The Duce, it should be noted, reciprocated the good-
will, and the influence of Lady Chamberlain in Rome is
the outcome of no new fledged friendship.

In spite, then, of Eden's special knowledge and ability
in the field of foreign affairs, they were not an issue which
was to the fore in the general election of May 1929, nor were
they  set  sufficiently  fair  for  the  Conservatives   safely to
emphasize   them.    The   catastrophic   decline   in   Anglo-
American relations was an affront to our good sense.  Our
relationship  with France,  however  strongly Eden might
argue in Parliament, to the electorate as a whole was too
intimate to be purely platonic. There were, of course, special
interests in abundance to emphasize the various brands of
peace in our time. Lord Cecil intervened strongly in a letter
to a correspondent who had asked how he should vote, and
had given the impartial answer which in feet involved a
censure  on  Conservative  candidates.    The   assurances   he
asked   for  were  those   which   it   was   easier   for  Liberal
and Labour candidates to give.   On the home front Lloyd
George   made   the   pace   with   the   dynamic   pamphlet
* We Can Conquer Unemployment % the policy of which
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